Teignmouth, ss the nswe implies, 4s situsted st the meouth of the Hiver Twign
in South Devon. The entrance te the smsll but busy pert is situated betwesn

o sandspit known ss the Den Peint, end the Nees red sandstone pine coversd headland,
rising some 180 fast shove ses level.

The Part of Teigmmouth has been in sxistence for meny centuriss, refsrences
axint which date back te AD 800. The Port flourished from the 13th century enwsrds,
. whan several ships were then owned in tha Port, Reverds axist on meny voyeges
undertaken during the sarly 1300s and by 1347 the town, having recently receversd
from an attack by the Fremch, sent seven ships and 120 wmen against Calsisy which
copitulated sfter & long sisge.

In 1434 a Teigrmouth vessel, the "JUHN', under the comwmend of Fichard Landssy
seiled from Tedgnmouth with Pilgrims bound for St.Jemes De Composteld, which was
than the chief seat for the Urder of St.James, The discovery of Newfoundlend
by Cabot in 1497/8 was later to be of impertance te Telgamouth, end $o England,
by sbout 1530 good fishing hed been discovered in the waters around Newfoundlaend,
and the herdy Devon fTisheymen in thedr litile bests of only 20 ox M tons were
amongst those who breved the Nerth stlentic to fish the waters there. The French
and Spanisrds alse fished these wetesrs, and keen pivalry existed balwsen the
Nations.

By the yesz 1770 there were 43 vessel sngaged in the Newfoundland fishing
tradi. 1t was pryebably the late 17th century or early 18th century before clay
began te be exported from Teigmmouth. The clay had been mined for many yeers, less
fhan 10 wiles from the Porte 1% was tharefore 8 legical step forwarxd, In 1740
500 tone of clay were exported, clay . sing tsken by cart or panisrs to the cellars
at Hackney (near Newton Abbet), end later Stover Censl whers it was loeded onta
parges Tor carriags down the river, where ths clay was losded into sssgoing vessels
woored at the buoys of Teigrmouth Herbour. To-day, the Port, proud ef its past
traditions, coentinues to provide sn efficiont wodezn and friendly sexvice to its
Customersy some uf whos have been using the Fort for avar 100 yesrs, To this day,
the main traffic through the Port is ball clsy, minsd in the nearby Bovey Hasin,
which sccounts for almost exsetly 90% of sll the waterbourne tonnage through the
@ﬁﬁty The clay is exported diresct to numerous overssas markets, this previding
valusbls Foreign surrency for Great dritein. The remaining 10% of traffic consists
wainly of grain, fertilizers, cespartoc grass, timber spd alates, snimal fasds ete,
The Pert is alse noied for the speedy turn-round given Yo vessels, the majority of
which are tupned eround well within 24 hours, and it is parhaps no sccident that
there exists in Teigmmouth e spirit of co-operation batwaen all the psriies concerned
in the movemsnt of ships, perhaps sn understanding which comes from men, whose
families have for gensrotions bsen connected with the ssa and the ships which sail

upsn it.
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it 4n with this spirit of co-operatisn and undesrstanding which enshle the

Part operations to funetion swoothly with en efficiency which bellss the size of
the Forte UDuping 1974 406,590 wmeixic tons of corgo wers handled in the Pert,
carried by sows 540 vesusle.

The commercisl docks snd wharves are owned by the Teigrmoutk (uay Company
Limited, who sre slse resconsible for sll the cerge hendling and werehousing in
the porte Good berthing feeilities exiut Tor up to 9 vessels alongside the
guayss The length of the quays at preszent in use being approximately 1,840 feet,
although o further 480 feet could be brought inte uss 17 required. hw by Taer
the largus proportion of cergoea loaded or discharged &t Tedgmmouth are bulk
commoditiea, large arcas of quay space havs been left open, te sllow for ibe
sasy wovement of conveyors, mubile Crasnes, road tranaport st The Tedgmuouth
“uay Lompany alse opsrates several modern wmobile orenes, end convayors, specially
conatructed to sneble bulk cowmodities to be loaded st high speed, They are slso
coversd to sliminate any potential dus nuisance. for palletised cergo, the Lompany
wtilise fork 1ift trucks, and flying Torks. <heve there sre problems ssseeiated
with storvage the Telgnmouth Lusy Lo, are moderaising weny of their older warse
hpuses, snd have re-built twe large wershuuses cspable of atering many of the
covmoditiss imported through Teigrmouths

The gquay &t ones berth, has besn specially atrengthsned to allow for the
shipment of extree beavy loads, and has bsan sugcessfully uased for this purpose,
utilising s sultable rolleon, rolieoff vessal.

w4 Twigmsouth is & tidal port, ths majorify of vssseis taks to the ground
at low water, except st one or two of the desper burths. Howsver, the bottom
is of & soft naturs, and it is usual for vesscls te lie fgate ayround’ at low
WALl

411 the berths except for one at e fixed loading ramp, sre dusl purpnsg,
allowing fur the losding or discharge af rargoss, which enables ths port to bs
extremsly flexible in its opsrations. Teigmmouth is fortunste to be aituated
approximetely 12 wiles fros the proposed termination paint of the ¥5 motozway,
just south of [xetsr, this being slready wall undar censtruction, sad with good
access roade to Teigrnmouthe The town is aveidsd with 2 slip road leading to the
thonkie The journey from (xeter ta Teignmouth taking somswhat less then 20 minutea.
4 reguler passenysr train service also operates to London, and othar mein cenires.
Teignmouth baing on the main London to Penzance lina, ‘lther ssrvicsa can bs
connacted via Lretar. The nearest Airport is slso st Txeter, which is some i6
miles from Teipnmouth, again with good access rOAE . FYar conmunications from
ship to shors, the Fort i: equipped with a WHF radio station, the call sign:
*Teigamouth Fort Hsdio', which greatly assiste in co-prdineting the novement

of vesesls threough the Fart.
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The Navigetisnsl Autheritiss for Veigamouth 1z the Teigmmouth Harboup
LCommiasioners, who have the task of maintaining ssfe navlgation within ths
statutory limits. The sseward boundary sxtenda in s line frow a bendestons
at the bass of the Yess hesdlend, to & bondestone approximstely 100 yesos
ssat of the lighthouse, standing on the ses-frent, Vegsels trading to
Teignmouth have the benafit of the locsl keowledgs en experience of thres
Trinity House Pilets, who conduct ves-els ssfely Yrow sse to barbour smd wvice
versa, plletsgs badny cowmpulscry for the sojority of ships. Howswver, sven
regulegr treders ars well advissd to teke e Pilot, s the entraccs chennel veries
from time tou time end is aubject to rapld chenge after bouts of bad weathsr,
seartisulerly strong winds from en sesterly direction, Also st the narrowsst
part of the chennel wherse sherp turns heve to be wade., Ths tide Tregusntly
ragches & spaed of up to ¥ knota,

The Port handles betwsen 300 and 610 cerge vessels st tha present ties, but
like wany other gmall porta nowx Taces the situstion creatsd by the decline cver
the mant few yesrs of the treditiorel smaller type of Uoaster, snid the neccessliy
af shippers heving o wake use of leygey wvesssls now usuelly over 1,800 tons
deadweight, with sn incressing trend to even lazger "Losstsrs®. The wmovensnts
of thas largasy type of vessel when fully loaded have to be confined to ipring
tide perigds, which can result in bunching.

Jue to the limits lwpossd by the sptrance channel snd the seuts turng
neceasary to anter orx leeve the Porxt, Uwners are normelly advised not to fix
vessels with a length exceeding 220 feet, or s dreft exceeding 1476" on thetop
of .pring tides, witheout prior censulatien with the Part Authorities. The FPort
hes in fact losded many vessels over 220 fest léngth, but such vessele sxs only
seeented after discussion with the Filets in full knowledge of the vessel and its
handling charsctexistics. Any Dwnsrs reguirdng inforsation are sdvized to contact
the “art %gsnts, Plke J“erd Limited,

Jith the incrsesed use of larger Upesters wend the damise of the smeller vessels,
the attantion of the Mavbour Commissloners hasa once spain Leen drawm ta the
changing charsctaristics of the channel and the bar, which lie, tessingly
sutaide the present limits of the Haxbouwr Lommissions jurisdiction,

For centursei, HFarine surveyers of note, hasve indicsted the deairsbility
of stabilizing the entrance chennel, snd this watter hos been uppearmost in the
minda nf the Harbour Lommission. iinge 1348 the mattey hes ogsin besn the subjsct
of closs study, and with a condidaranle degres of forssight, the Tedgrmouth Yazbhour
Conmissioners, togethsr with principls poxt users, recussted the Hydrasulies
Research station st vallingfurd in 1265 to cervy out further dnvestisgtions
inte the movement of meteriel affecting the Harbour und the entrsnce chsnnel.

\s & rasult of their studiss and experiments, using wodern methods, the Hydrsulics

Hessarch station wers able to confirms o some exten, the theoriss of sazlier
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and ¢¥ter numerous experivents, sver & long perfod, the lHydersuliecs deuneszeb

T dwplemanted stebilize the Harbour

[

Statdon proposed ¢ schang, which would

antyence, and possdbly gidve 3 alight dpcresse in depth over the predictes heighis
oweyr the Dale The Tinsl resort of the Vydraulics -sssearch tation w Hlished
in 1370 and efter Tu thar tests, the enginsers report wes punlishad in 1371,

In orcer o cbtein tha powars fetessery to construct the wall, the eigamouth
Harbour lommission, a¥ter discussisng with ceocal Authoaritiss end othar bodiass,
auught o prowote a Harbouy Hevisien ordey. Jeleys wers enesusbered, and o
Puclic caguiry held in Jetober, 1974, 5~ finmal dsvisieon s stlll awgited, slthough
the Jepasyiment of the nvivenesent bhaz indicatad its provigionsl spproval.

Ggeent Tlyures prove that tne darbour Losmissieonsra in 1965 took the right course

of asction, becavmpe slace that tise the aumber of small coasters hey bhsen drasticelly
redueads Puring 1969 the wajority of vessels trading imto Teigmmouth were of

the 300 to 7.0 ton renys deadweeichd cargo cevacity, with aot one vessel exceeding
1033 tung dsadweight. However in 31974, Tigures show that thes majoriiy of the

ships %o be well over 8233 tons Jeadwelight with 132 af the total of 546 vessels

aver 1300 tons deadweight.

The Part juthorities Tesl sure, that given the gpportunity, they can sndg will
gontinue in the vesrs to come to give their Lustomsrs end gfficient and competitive

and frisndly service thet is escond to none.



